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32 — the ela our Faſt, 1 And ea are, 
an exuſt ill jou Lab. 2 90 | 25 ph iq * 
4. Behold ye faſt for ftrife and debate : Joe” to | ſite with 
refit of wi 4% Tefball noi faſt as ye do this 
day, to make your voice to be heard on high. ; , 
Lair fuch a Faſt that I havechoſen d à day for a Man 
ta afflift hisfoul ? is' it'to bow dbun his head as a bul- 
"raſh, and" to ſpread” ſackcloth and aſhes under him + 
wilt thou call this 4 Paſt; and an * = 70 the 5 
Lord? © 
6. I not this the Faſt: that 7 have:choſen, to looſe the 

Lands of emo pt to undo gn heavy burthens, and 

_ to let theoppre o free, and that ye break every yoke? 
7. I it not b ad to the —.— — —— 
bring the poor that are- caſt out, to thy hbouſe; when 
thou ſeeft the naked that thou cover 25 aud that 
thou hide not thy ſelf from thine own fleſh ? 


are this day met by the pious Command 
of our Sovereign, to Humble our ſelves 
before God in Faſting and Prayer: And 
the Words which I have read, may very properly be 
improv'd to ſerve in ſome meaſure the Ends for which 
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Authority has a pointed this Days Faſt, if we 
come hither with 15 Diſpoſitions, as that dreadful 
Providence which gave occaſion to * ought i in rea- 
ſoa to have worked in us. OI 
Ichall not take up your time | deſeribibg 
Amazing Tempeſt, or recounting . reat-Lofles 
which the Publick, or private Perſons have ſuſtain- 
ed by it: ſurely ſuch a ſtroke of Providence, as 
we · muſt 8 very 2 back into our Hiſtory, if 
we would find any thin ar coming up to it, 
which we felt ſo very Re” and which has left. 
ſach Marks behind it, that we can hardly paſs the 
Streets, or travel the Roads, but we fee ſome re- 
mains of it; cannot be ſo ſoon' forgotten, that 
you ſhould already need to be. 1 K "ma 
ob - 
M)jſuch leſs, ſhall. 1 ſearch i into W aſe . 
or labour from-thence - to account for the Terrible 
Blaſt : No, The Lord was in that Mind; it was Ap-__ 
pointed or Permitted by Him whom the Winds 
and Seas obey, and whoſe: Word the Storms and 
Tempeſts fulftl, to awaken and chaſtiſe a ſecure and 
ſinful People. 
J ſhall only beg of you to remember, what 


Thoughts you then had, when your Hearts, if I 
I may uſe our. Saviour's Works ap ar + wap r. Caſe, 
were failing, yon for fear, a r g for thoſe. 
things, Dhl you then apprehended, - were. 
pon jou. They were ſuch Thoughts, as. I will 
venture to fay., „ neither the moſt Graphical De- 
ſcription of the Aſtoniſhing Storm, nor Rhetorical, . 
.. Amplification of the Hurt done by it, can now raiſes. 
in you. 
| Reflect what awful -Apprehenſi6ns vou then had of 
the. Divine 18 what Regret you felt for your 


Diſ- 
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Diſobedience, what Vows you made of more 
faithful Serviee to him for the future; how willingly 
you would then have purchaſed, even with the utter 
renunciation of all the Pomps and Vanities of the 


1 World, and all the finful Lufts of the Fleſh, ſuch an 
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Services had deſerved frem him. God, in anſwer to 


rtunity as you now enjoy, of ſeeking for 


Peace and Reconciliation from your Offended 


.- Think over again thoſe Thoughts and Reſolutions, 
which your Minds were full of, when you every 
Moment expected your own Houſes to have been 


made your Tombs, and your ſelves bury'd in the 


Ruines of them, and bring the ſame now into the 
Houſe of God; Be but as ſerious and earneſt this 
day in your Petitions for his Mercy and Reſolutions 
of Obedience, as you were then; and we may 
through his Goodneſs hope, that this Faſt will prove 
Such a Faſt as he has choſen, This day an acceptable day 


I » That I may contribute what I can to that Bleſſed 


end, Thave choſen this Text, which is a Reply ſent 
by God to a Complaint of the Fews, wherein they 
ſeem'd to implead his Juſtice, as if he had dealt hard- 
ly by them in not making ſuch returns to their Faſt- 
ings and Humiliations, as they believed thoſe ſevere 


their impious Expoſtulations, tells them, that their 


 Fafts, as they performed them, were ſo far from merit- 


ing from him, that they were highly diſpleaſing to 


him; ſhews in what Inſtances they were faulty and 
defective ; appeals to them, whether they could be- 
lieve thoſe Faſts tocbe uch us he had choſen, or as could 


be called acceptable days unto the Lord; and then 


points out to them thoſe ſeveral Duties, the pra- 


| Rice whereof would recommend their Faſts to his 
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1. 1 ſhall rellect upon thaſs Faults * ger, 0 
corded in my Text, which made their'Faſts . 
_ ta God. * 0 > Lat b % 2h TM 100% wo 


1. 1 hall enqui eee Nation ue 
Fa, how le with l the fame Faults in : 


n e ve flot therefore 10 


much reaſon to fear that God u c 
our Public Faſts, as he ren 
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unto the Lord. 
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1 Lam to ſpeak e Wale i 0 eck ad 
ro the meaning of the Word, is — an Abſtinence 


enee 
from Food: The Greek Word for it, ſignifies not ro. 


eat; and in the Hebrew Phraſe, of affliecting of the 
Soul, we muſt underſtand the ſenſitive Part of Man; 
for that is it which feels the uneaſineſs of Faſt- 
IL 2686 7 15 Cn 
l Abfticiencethibd er Fotal; or Par: 
tial, from all ſorts of Food, or only from ſuch as 
are more Pleaſant and Nutritive, "ant how long it 
ſhould be continu'd, cannot be determined by a 


ny 
General Rule that can reach all Perſons ; but tlie 
4 5 1 | | Con- | 
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I. For the crucifying of the fleſh $84 the luſts ITY 
of, the ſubduing and mortifying the ſinful Appetites of 
the Body, and extinguiſfung thoſe impure flames 
which burn * No chat e — con- 
ſtant, plentiful an eſpecially uxuribus” eat. 
ing does: actultiifive;/ Sores: fewel' thitt feeds ok | 
flames; and makes them rage; but Faſting abftainin 
from ſuch eating is the taking: away that fewe 
foriwant of Which dhe Ty Wl weaker and by de- 
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ny ns the: beiter Giþ6firig 80 Mind to palyer, | 
20 other ſpiritual Exereiſes: The corruptible Body 
( as the Wiſe Man ſays) is too apt, at all times, to 
preſs down the immortal Soul; the Load of Matter 
which we carry about us; too Conſtant a Hindrance 
to the Mind in her Motions towards Heaven: But 
theſe Clogs are then mb heavy upon the Soul, and 
ſhe is moſt ſenſible of them, Wien the Velſels are 
filld ane ſtretch d with plentiful Eating and W 
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7 F ad: languid, and cannot 
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Hears in 21 of St. Lale) . watch 
3 9 ag A Preparatory: thereta) bids 
them Ages by tn) that, their hearts. Ii not as an time 
overc lurga with ſurfeiting - and drunkenneſs; which 
Vaſt render them very unfit for thoſe Duties; but 
be zee which * — the Bible 2. 

10 45.2. grea 0 1 5 Prevents, 
dere e- Clouds which da -Unde 
ing; it leſſens the We 3 preſſes 
down the Soul; ic helps to collect and compoſe the 
Thoughts, and gives a Freedom and Activity to the 
Mind, that ſhe can put her ſelf forth ge ; Quicknef 
I? ee n lis off: un 74 80 p15 p40 
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3 "oh ft ring | our Shane, — 3 
Anger at our elves for our Sins, whereby we 
= rovoked God: Indeed, if we are not-inward- 
<5" — where _ ard — — >| 
255 ut outw 
any good; and are Evidences of a Mind truly on 
bled and contrite, when we abſtain from our daily 
Bread, as a Token that we judge our ſelves — 
of it, when by denying our Bodies thoſe grateful Re- 
freſhments which they. call for, when by expreſſing 
2 juſt Indignation at, and acting à ſort of holy Re- 
venge upon our ſelves, we declare and manifeſt-be- 
fore God, our deep Senſe of-our offending him, how 
much we are confounded and grieved tor it; theſe 
Signs and Expreſſions will no — be; deſpiſed by 
Him, than .thoſe broken and « oontrite Hearts an 
whence en en 520 
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pry Beſides this yearly: Faſt, they were obliged to 
obſerye divers others in after times. The Prophet + 
Joel fi ly and earneſtly preiſes rhein to this Du. 
ty; cap, 1. 14. Sanctiſe a Full, and ery anto ee 


and cab. 2. 12. Turm ye with 1 aud. faſt; 
5 25 Sc. ia + call a if 4 =o 


lemn. Afſewb Op Afſeinble the. Elb, r Gather Be 
children, aud thoſe that ſuck the bicaf;: und let the 


Prieſts weep Sewing the-Porch-and the Altar; ani ſay, . 


hor thy People, O Lord; and then in che following 
cries, are added many gracious Promiſes to encou- 

rage them to · it. Holy Men of old practiſed it, a8. 

we find in the Inſtanees of Ezrd, David, Daniel, & c. 


Rite, as concerned only thaſe that lived under their 


Diſpenſation, we read that when the Prophet Junab 
ne God's Judgment againſt the City: of Nin 
E il Proclaimeden Faſt, —— 
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a. Manner; -God:reverſes this Sentence, andy 
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doubt, deleted Auth: 
ae wrongs: 


Sermon upon ti Miete, ig Mut G. 
vet ſuppbſes it 


he does nut directiy command Faſting 
2 Day to be practifed by Cheiſtianc” f do HA | 
for the right — W426 kad pom ſich" a" 
| nn ey aſſared us us Being from oür Fa. 
er Which is in Heayen, ' When Ye faßt, 
— — — | -—"By 
75 „ aui My Furber h, 
Seeth ee opanlyc.* AUT CUE 1 
Indeed he does in Hint Chapter benſure tlie Hyy 
_ critical Practices of the Phiariſees wo faſted to be fe 
and admired hy Men, and tells them, that firice the 
obtaining. the Praiſe of Mei was the great! End they 
propoſed in thoſe Exercitts, that was all the Reward 
they muſt expect for tiiem : Bub om our Lonts fe- 


proving the Hypocrifie of the Phariſees Faſts, aid de- 
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_ claring their Vnacceptableneſs to God, can no 
more be odncluded, that at true Faſt atiſvering che i 
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were e al, or (when 
chat a due! id 
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God.) for * 
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that, Unanimty; 
t mutual Truſt , 79 — any 9 aue. .the 
Ec and Beauty of any Body Polit Fr 
were broken into Parties, or rathe 
ing up for himſelf, ant ſtudi 550 
own Humor, his own-Coyetouſi 
and they abuſed : their 8 85 {ole 
and Humiliation to theſe 7 ey Pop 
from their Food, and the Wore of thx ondinary, Cal Gab: 
lings that cher en ener clear to cogtrive. 
and their Ha 9 ee wicked De 
ſigns. — 125 | A 
debate, 


or ft 
Kad — Faſting, theſe 


te ſerye by it; and þy this Flo mtg patina 
8 Kardan bs Il e: che Voigg ok; your 12 
> Contentions,;the-Voige of 


they are come. up to me, and have: 
e N quite c nn 


I —ů— th: „* a Fea 
off 36 202 Hen. nber e De . 


18 | - was their Want of: 50 pail ; 
thoſe that were in Affliction: This ſeems imply 


the 71h. Verſe, N not-this the Paſt that I have che . te 
deal thy bread to the hungry, that thou bring the poor that - 
art cat nuf turbine hure; whenthoa ſeef header thar 


thencover him, andithat-thou; hide not thy ſelf fam thy - 
2 Dn ws the Faſt that God had choſen; - 
— —— was not fuch as _ choſen, 
Eheyilicihoefympothize5tictrhe hungry, the naked, 

and deſtitute ? Hidnptprovidethera-Meat,and Cloath: - 
ing, arid Habitation; tbengſelves from thong, 
won Id not hear their Complins a their Miſery, - 
min ane ee Arn 


were related tothem dee 
ers with — jg 


latry; — e IEA 
Brethren were favour d fo far by God, as tobe. admit- | 
ted 10 partake with them of his ſpiritual things, 
they thought! it a great matter that they ſhould par- 
take ot their carnal things and would not communi- 
cate thereof to chem: Dew mach dard N in 
mod ef them 
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that miſerable Delago which at laſt utterly con · 

ſatned them. Neither God's ſeberer; vor his ſoſter | 

gry e e ee 
2 1 22 wou 

tend 70 ſeek Gol; and en . . — 


1 8 ths" ſavitig; ard: doſiveria — 
the Huna of their \ — | Fiens 
ſeem d to believe his words," and "| war, 


to Bim; but, within a ' while, f 
aul would not abide his Counſels. a: | 
The incorrigible E Geof adi s. 
God afterwards; —— in 
S ſame Stile Wick which he had . 
to the Complainants i in my Text. During their 
Captivity in Babylon they they kal yearly obſerved ſeve. 
el Falls, The Faſt of their Fourth Month, in- which: 
their City was taken; the Fat of the Fifth, in 
which their Temple was burnt; the Faſt of: the Se- 


8 11 Works, 


venth, in which Geaaliab their Governour was trra- | 


cherouſly ſlain, and the Faſt of the Tenth, in which: 
Nebuchadnezzar began ta. beliege Ferufalem:: But oy 


ne by bur. 
Heer wk 
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"and often ard A et. 


0 7 — — up . own 
vaſt K bo viſions, which ſhould have enabled 
them coped bes A . whichthey had re- 
ſoly d go underg9;. -butehering one an- 
other in ſuch a OE — that when their Be- 
ſieger Titus ſaw the vaſt; Numbers of dead Bodies 
that they threw over the Walls, W. that he had 
no N jafthat ee ghter, lifting ſe 
Hands toHepven, gried gut; It. Wes none of his d 
An han theje rant of Bo Bowols far thaſhid diſtres, 
their Hiding themſelves from t heir amm Fleſh; their I 
ſenſibility of the-Sufferings.,of heir. had not 
the leaſt ſhare. e e e Judgrents.upon them; 
-may begat om that Prophe * the ot hof Amos, 
where r peach 74 fromthew, 
they livd-in Eaſe and Plea mY indulged themſelves 
m Luxury and Wantonneſs; but they.were not grieved 
For the fliflion of Joſeph, they had-no concern or 
pity for their Brethren of the Ten Tribes, that la- 
bour'd-under the Tyrannical Oppreſſion of their Ene- 
mies. Therefore, ſays he, for this reaſon, to make 
them feel it themſelvẽs, they ſhall go captive with the 
firſt that go captive, v. 7. And at the 85, The Lord 
Jwears by himſelf, 7 abhor. the e xcellency. of Jacob, and 
Hate his alaces : 7. herefore wilt deliver wp the. City, 
with all that us therein. Here God threatens them 
that lived at their eaſe in Sion, v. 1. and had no Com- 
paſſion for their ſuffering Brethren of the Ten Tribes, 


of whom a great Part wete then gone into Captivi 
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of our Humiliations; Whether our outward/Expreſhs 


on to 1 God may expoſtulate with us about 
our Publick Faſts, as he did with. _ ! the of ſack 
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ther we of this: Nation axe roa SE 


ans ere real Indications of Minds truly awakened and 


brokea; with 4 deep ſenſe of Sun ins, and the Sins ob 
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tred of them: If we reſolve to go gen meme hay, uk 
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Er is chem . and aH . eee Re- 
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ThE RAI bur Log bas id , 


"WS, 
we 


here is ſueh a Senſe, a it: will be. 
| chats Godly Sorrow which worketh Re. 
ance . Sorrow that: will evidenee its ſiictrity? 
retul leaving ok thoſe Sins; which We mourn 


only are truly 


and bold. 


_ .impious Abuſe 


of, or a Formal, Cuſtomary, 


' Worſhip, to ſecular and ſinful Uſes; if weilifyi 


heir from m. Tt 
wie — Mivinen Freits of 
Repentance : : And wt Fruits cn weer??? 
f the moſt darimg Aſfrontseo God; eveH the queſti- 
oning his Being and Providence; if the deny ing or di- 
ſputing the Divine Authority of his Revelations ; ; if 
audacious Enquiries into the manner uf his Subſiſtence, 
— ö . it; 
his own Hannon decutte ke Ras e for d ike 
humbled himſelf to take bur Humane 7 1 upon 
him; if denying the ſatisfuction which * uke 
in our Nature, he made to the De) 
Ar, ltr Thee the whole MyN odd Rate, 
cor profiirit uſe of Gs holy Word 
"Railtery and Burleſque; if frrevereftt uſe of 
* Sacred Name in dommon converſation, Vr rather 
buſe of it by Swearing and "Carling, the 
of many Perſons Diſcourſes; 


Ab e 


100 common 


E Arcenipes +0 rake God r A 
2 | 


VIIlainy, by valli 
© be u Wimeſs to Talhoode; f a gxoſs 1 
Irreverent —— 
his Ordinances; if the” His 
and converting dur ft Plrratice © our 
Time, which he has reſerved fr his dn more Wfenm 


ance 


deſpiſing of thoſe Perſons, chat are appoin d ar 
Tate to "his more SO Cw und 5 na 
3 oY : 
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* 


and . Trick and Cireumvention in 


mne Adv of their 1 
making antage Weakneſs and A 
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If the abuſing our on Bodies by 'Incontinence 
temperance, by Chambering and Mantonneſi; by 


| In 
. Rioting; and :Drunkerneſs; ro ot 
Iuafſhort, If a general Difſolution of Manners, an 
avowed Defiance to all God's Laws, natural and re- 
veal d, whether they -reſpe& our Duty to God, to 
our Neighbours, or to our Selves; if theſe are the 
Proper Fruits of Repentance, we have brought them 
forth ſo abundantly, that there is reaſon to fear that 
no Couſitryſ or Age could evet ſheẽ more ſuch Pe- 
nitents chan ours? But if theſe; things are directly 


contrary to the true ene and the very 


Reverſe of what we profeſſed and ſolemnly vow'd 
upon our Days of Humiliation; hen are we as char- 


gable with Hy pocriſie in our Faſts as the Jews were: 


Napy, to ſhew how far we have exceeded their Im- 
pieties, permit me to mention one Inſtance, ĩheugh 
I cannot do it without Horror, of a late darigg At- 
front to God, unparalell'd by the Jemiſb or any civi- 
lized Nation, which looks like a defying, 11 not a 
ridiculing of his Judgments; I mean, chat impudent 


Repreſentation of a mock Tempelt on the Stage, ſo 


ſoon after we had felt that dreadful one, that gives 
occaſion to our meeting this Day. I think I ſhould 


not haye been Juſt to my Subject, if I had emitted to 


take notice of this, unpreſidented piece pf: Profane- 
nefs;-and certainly *rwill be no Digrefſion from. it, 
to add, That whilſt theſe Nurſeries of Lewdnels are 


ſuffer'd-to:corrupt-the Age, tis in vain to hope to 


ſee it reform'd: and while. we hate te be ref d, 
may not God with too great reaſon. ask us, Aue gour 
Beſts ſuch ws Ehtrvs choſen M1; 101911 928151 u 
| * Let us enquire in the next plac whether, we 
have any Advantage over the Jews in the. ſe 
ticular fs Whether, we are Is Wes 
48 ; ; | 


ond rar, 
hanothey? 
more 


nd par- 
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more heartily united among our ſelves? more una- 
nimous in carrying on the Publick Good? Alas 
Has it not been the Policy of our Enemies, from che 
very Reformation, when they could not conquer us 
dy outward Force, to endea vour to make us deſtroy 
our ſelves by inteſtine Divifions'? And have we not 
too eaſily fallen in with theſe Deſigns of theirs? I 


Thall not look farther back than the rwo Reigns pre- 


ceding the Revolution: Wiat Properties were we 
then made? divided into Factions and Parties hy the 
Cunning and Artißces of the Jeſuits ? How were 
the feveral Parties 7 by turns againſt one ano- 
ther by the unſeen Hand, and managed like meer 
Machines to purſue their Defigns, and our own Ru- 
ine? Towards the End of the laſt of thoſe two 
Reigns, our common Danger being more near and 
apparent, ſeem'd to have taught us a little more 
Wiſdom as well as Charity, and made us more re- 
concileable to one another, and willing to provide 


* 6 


for the common Safety: ee 
And one would have hoped, chat by the happy 
Acceſſion of his late Majeſty to the Throne, à Prince 
who had no Intereft of his own, Politick or Religi- 
ous, ſeparate from that of the Kingdom, and who 
had a true Deſign to make up our Breaches, and u- 
tnite us all in one common Tnrereft, that great End 
might in ſome meaſure have been obtained; and we 
might have been made like Jeruſalem, as 4 City that 
# at Unity withia itſelf. But alas! our Charity and 
Prudence too ſoon blew over with our Pears; the 
\necurſed thing was Mil: among us, and trouble or V. 
rael : private Intereſt and private Revenge; Which 
Will flip no opportunity of being pratified, divide us 


ar the very Beginning of his Reign, and put us upon 


ſuch Contentions as were between the Men of Jree | 


- 


— 
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and the Men of Judob upon their bringing King Da. 


vid to Jeruſalem , each pretending to, and ſtriving 


for the greater intereſt in him. Their Contentions 
ran very high indeed; and produced dn unnatural 
Defe&ion and Rebellion of the Men of 4175 who 
thinking ehemſel ves not ſufficiently regarded by D. 
vid, h they were of the firſt that — the 
bringing Him to Jeraſalem, yet our of an unreaſon- 
able Reſentment, were the firſt that revolted from 
him» Our Contentions were not carry'd fo far; 
however this was one unhappy Effect of them, That 
the wiſeſt Counſels, the prudent'ſt Deſigns for the 


Publick Good, oſten met with the violenteſt Oppo- 


fitions, and fiereeſt Endea vours to defeat them, from 
ſome; who would have been hard put to it to have 
given a better Reaſon for their obſtructing them, 
than becauſe they had been laid, or were to be ex- 
ecuted, by ſuch as were of a different Party from 
themfelves. No one can forget what Difficulties 


were ſtarted, and Rubs thrown in the Way, to re- 


tard our Preparations, and enfeeble our Enterpriſes; 
and theſe things, no doubt, helped to prolong that 
War which we were then ſo uneaſie under, as there 
is too much reaſon to believe, that that War abroad 


accidentally contributed to keep us the quieter at 


home; for no ſooner was that over, and we at Peace 
with our Enemies, but we were more at leiſure to 


fall our among our ſelves: and God knows there 


were too many ready to lay hold of-the Opportu- 
nity; which they fo fatally improved, that we be- 
came too like a Ship, which having, by the skill 
and Conduct of an excellent Pilot, weather'd the 


Storms abroad, out- livꝰd the Dongery of the Seas, 


baffled the Pyrates, eſcap'd the Rocks and Sands, and 


and 
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__ and Madneſs of the Crew, in danger of being ſunk 
That Peace did not laſt long: God thought fit to 
correct our Factions at home by another War abroad. 
The Ambition of a Prince, whom no T reaties or 
Oaths can bind, made it neceſſary; for our King to 
form new Alliances, and enter into a, Confederacy 
with. ſeveral Princes and States of Europe for the com- 
mon Safety: and juſt when a War was unavoidably 
breaking out, and when by the unwearied, Appli- 
cation and wife Management. of his Majeſty, all 
things were ſo diſpoſed, that we had the moſt pro- 
miſing Proſpect of a happy iſſue. of it, and that he 
might, have obtained the great end which he had 
aimed at through the whole courſe of his Life, che 
eltabliſhiog the Peace and Quiet not only of thoſe 
Countries to which he had a more near Relation, 
but of all Europe, and the reducing the Power of 
the great Diſturber of them; Then was God pleaſec 
to take him away from us, at a time when e 


„% 


we talked much of burying all our Differences an 
95 7 CS 3 
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eon cha Hofe of Peers, 
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Macks of Diſtinction; and uniting heartily in the 


common Intereſt; and indeed, no one in reaſon 


could have enpected laſs: thoſe Grounds of Diſſatiſ- 


faction which ſome: fad pr etendal.in the lalt Reign, 
being taken away in e d bring Eno liſb 
dy BiithandEducation,/and-bred up from her Infan- 
cy in the Church of Exgland, ha viog imhib'd the 
Principles of this Church with her Milk, and con- 


ſtantly-lived a fhining Ornament 10 ber Communi- 


on; and beſides, being all 
rely: in Succeſſion to the 


nominations unhappily divided from the Church, but 
5 831] ber elf, 1. h 


2 
* 


C 


fs 
b all 


T- 


ready, ical dh to-die Martyrs for her; 
tradutec and Rigmatiz4 6g Boemies and 
of her. How fad. Effects chis-wicked, Þ 

duced; is too melancholick a Reflection 
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are, 


dreadful Stotth from Heaven fia 


our Factions, and trying to unite us by various Dif- 


on, afterwards 


of Dr 


| that neither the woaderful. Sunda 
with: which God bleſſed ours and br Confederates 

by Sea and Land, tie laſt Fear but ono, 
le co matte Nate and Unn among us; far 


Ils certain, 


the te lee thoſt Succeſſes: che! Year immediately 


paſts to abtts out Heats and Animolities: and now! 
ſeems, as his laſt Effort, to have talen the mar- 
ter more immediately into his own hands, aud by a 
and deſtrbying bur Shi d 15 — me 
r our Shipping, an many o Seas 
men, the living Bulwarks- of this:Kin il 
to allay thoſe Storms of Contention which our En 
mies have raiſed, and we keep u among our ſelves, 
even to the hazard of © Api: ing the 8 ds 
tion. : id £3045 tt 24561; 110 

Tue God Himſelf ſeems to have been cha 


penſations of his Providence; ſometimès by ſhewing 


us our common Danger at home, by bringing near 
to us a threatning Ruine juſt ready to ſwallow us u 


then, when that ſeem'd in — meaſure to have 


ſoftned us, by raiſing up a Deliverer, to be his In. 
ſtrument in 2 — us from the Jaws of Deſtructi- 
by excitin 1 — Enemies to divert 
us from quarrelling and Hghting among our ſelves; 
then, when we had lain ſome time under that Diſci- 
plioe, by trying us with a bleſſed Peace, and now 


_ again by a neceſſary War, by various Bvents of it; 


and at laft by ſetting the Winds in array 
And what Effects do we at preſent find of all theſe 
Methods? Are we heartily united among our ſelves 
or are We 2 a gt ee e . all Marks 
forgot ? Are wo refoly Ai 
all prwate Gn, and” * bogs es 
mopſly for the common Good? 75 
Alas! 


againſt us. 


| FRE the" Ea? Fo 3 
Mast ; Are we got Rilflimiſerably turn into Parties | 
* Factions ? Are not tog many among us more 
zealbus co promote the Deſigus of their Party, than 
hiv wat aaa a ove jealous of che op- 
poſite Party, than apprchenſive ofthe common Ene- 0 
my c indſirious tocruſh Wen than 140 ſub⸗ | 
And while we are thus divided, thus full all of Str | 
and Debate, may not God, with as much i 
. poſtulate with as he did withithe Jews ? os 11. ze 0 
4 Fat « Taerar 1s i 
3. Laſtly,” The other Fault which reqdrod the Jews 1 
Haſts unacceptable to God, was their want of Com- „ 
to thoſe in Diſtreſs ; Their hiding themſelves | 
n their own flefh + Indeed they underſtood thoſe w--- | 
their wn fe to be Jews only; of the ſame Nation | 
with themſelves ; but, as God made all Men of one | 
Fleſh, and all are deſcended from the ſame common | i 
Parent, ſo that Wall of Partition which divided Jews 9 
from all others, and confined their Charity to thoſe = bl 
within their on Pale, being taken away by Chriſt, | 
and there beiag no uo diffinction of Jew and Ger- | 
2 = all being one in Chriſt Jeſus, we are now to 3 
all Men at our ow fleſh, and not to hide our 
prov om any that are in Want or miſery; though 
Kill, in caſe of cnmpoetition, regard muſt 55 had el 
1 to thoſe that ave of the houfbold of Faith. 
how have we diſcharged this Duty? God be 
praiſed there are among us ſome burning and ſhining 
Lights, fore bright Examples of à true primitive a 
— che Lord encreaſe the Number of them: ; 


Bur t Complaints! both of oldaad 
b fo 


NOT — that by: Age or Abcident are dit 
; meer with every day in de Streets and at — | 
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And bf fuch likewi&-2s being by-icknefand Weak: 


neſs confined at home, can da nothing to help or 
ſupport themſelves, and are forced to ſend abroad 
for Relief; do tod pla iniy ſliede, that the Charity 
of many is wared cold, and they do not as God has 
proſper d them, in proportion to What he bias bleſt 
them with, lay aſide ſome of it for the Relief of 
Chriſt's poor Members, thes# own: fleſh. And no won- 
der, that there is little Charity where is ſo much Va- 
nity and Exceſs in Furniture, Apparel, and Equipage, 
in Eating, wo. and all Inſtances of Luxury, as 
is to be ſeen, according to their reſpective Abilities, 
amongſt almoſt all Ranks of Perſons. Tis not ſtrange 
that thoſe that lie upon beds of Ivory, and. ſtreta tbem- 
ſelves upon their Couches und eat this Lambs gut of the 
Flock; and the Catves aut f the n iaſt of; rhe'Stalls, that 
<haunt to the ſaund of the Viol, aud invent ta themſelves 
Inftruments of Muſick, that drink Mine in ' Bowls, and 
anoint themſelves with the chief Ojntiments, are not grie- 
wed for the Afflictiuns uf Joſephi Such ſoſt: and luxu- 


rious Perſons have. no ſenſe ot their poor Brethrens 


Wants, and conſume: chato upon their dyn Luſts, 
with which they ſhould relieve them. 
I ſhall make no farther complaint in the general, 
but muſt beg leave to lament the Caſe of a;particu- 
lar fort of Sufferers, and the hiard-heartedneſs of ſome 

towards them, who, though not of our own. Nati 
on, are nearly ally'd to us by ſpiritual relation , 
Members with us of Chriſt's myſtical Body, and re- 
form'd Members too. I mean thoſe Proteſtant Con- 
feſſors who Were forced fame Years ſinceito — — 
own Country, that they: might: kepitheir Religion; 
ho yet have heen trrated by: forme, as iß their being 


baniſhed out of their Ou. Nation for Chriſt's fake, | 
made. them un worthy tot received into MR — 
A me 
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Gee have — — chem Reuel or aſſorted! — 

Onittle, an given grudg and as cit 
wee df · noceſſity; ſome have Tee it too much 
that they are permitted to live here at all, that they 
are ſu ed by others, of allowed to maintain 
themſelves by their own Labour: But whither would 
they have them „Ben to their own Homes, or any 
Popiſh y There they muſt change their Re. 


ligion, or die for it: and other Proteſtant Countries 


have thEir Mares of them, and _ at leaft as well 
object againſt them as we . 
I cannot conclude this: Head without reminding 
vom of that dreadful Threat which God denounced 
by 2 — againſt the incompaſſiolate Jes; thar they 
ſpoull go chptive with the firſt tha go captive, and that 
he would deliver up the City wit all that is therein 
God grant that we may not, by too nearly-imi 
rating their Sins, provoke him to maſce — — 
in tete: Puniſhments- too. In order: ho: e 
Wherect P Proceed, 9111 28 14 zu Us) mid 
4 Tomy fourth and laſt Head o Diſcourſe: Un- 
der — am — before you, and preſs you to 
the Practice of ſuch things as may make chis Day of 
* Humiliation an acceptable day unto the Lord. 
And What can do this, but our careful avoiding 


hols: Sins which the Jews. are here reproved-for, and 


practiſing their contrary Duties. 

1. In the firſt place, we muſt be au to * 
that foolifh and provoking. Sin of Hypoeriſie. How 
ſenſeleſs an Attempt is it, to Impoſe upon him that 
knows all things? to put an outnde Devotion, and 


counterſeit Repentance upon him that ſearcheth the 


heart, and tryeth the reins? Thou fool! did not he thus 


- made that which is without,/ make that which is within 


_ -alfo?; And: of how: great * t this Sin be ? . 
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The Hypocrite muſt believe, either that God 
does not ſec through his vain Pretenoes, does not diſ- 
corn the Falſueſs of his Heart; or if he does, that he 
has no regard to true Goodneſs and inward Piety: 
the former is plain Atheiſm, and the latter is to be- 
lieve wickedly, that God in ſuch 4 one as himſelf : but 
tet ow ” e Nook will 70 be 2 2 
quires ui. in t . iuma | parts, un nothing CALLE ut Ho- 
neſty and Sincerity can recommend our poor 2 
to his Acceptance: we ſhould therefore, upon ſuch 
days as theſe, retire very ſeriouſly into our ſelves, 
commune with our own hearts, call our ways to remem- 
brance, compare them with that Law. which oi 
to have been the Rule of them, ſearch out in what 
Inſtances they have deviated from it, what Judg- 
ments and Miferies, by erring from it, we have ex- 
poſed our ſelves to, the temporal ones in this life, 
and the more dreadful eternal ones in that which is 
to come: And when a poor Sinner has thus convict- 
ed himſelf upon Tryal at the Bar of his on Con- 
ſcience, and is awake d to a juſt fenſe of that tre- 
mendous Sentence Which is ready to be executed 
upon him, it will be very ſtrange if he be not truly 
humbled, and ſtruck down at the apprehention of 
his miſerable ſtate; But when by ſearching farther 
ſtanding he has forfeited all Pretences to God's Fa- 
your, God is unwilling to take the Forfeiture, and 
ſtill ready to be reconciled: to him, and receive: him 
upon terms into Mercy, that there is a way propo- 
ſed for him to eſcape the eternal Puniſhment of his 
Sins, and be for ever happy, that God is in Chriſt 
recontiling the World to himſei, and will not impute 
- their Iniquities to them who truly repent of and for- 
ſake them; he muſt certainly, if ht has any con- 
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rough his powerful Mediator, 
and lay faſt hold on the Anchor caſt out to him, 
reſolving ſincetely to cloſe with the gracious Terms 
offer d, and to diſcharge,” whatever it may coſt _ 
as much as in him lies, the Conditions rag 

upon the performance whereof, his —— Wel- 
fare does ſo much depend. And mo is the proper 
buſineſs of every one of us this partially to 
examine our — bring them to > Tek of God's 
Law, humble — ſelues for all our Tranſgreſſions 
againſt it, and reſolve, and immediately enter upon 
a more toreful Obfervation of i it for the future: but 
in this we muſt be very real and hearty ; for how- 
euer _ — _ 12 Party and impoſe up- 
on , and no ut Sinceri 

will paſs with him. N 7 1 E 
2. In the ſecond: 8 e ee 
avoid all Evil, Strife, and Diviſion. How unfit ſhall 


himſelf earneſtly to his com- 


we be to ſeck Reconciliation with God, while we 


are at enmity one with another? We muſt follow . 
— a5 that make for Peace, both Eccleſiaſtical 
and Civi 0 


dene b ger lebe in tis ces frongly : 


ſupported by that of Intereſt : for how probably, 
neceſſarily, will a Kingdom torn by civil Dil: 
r 
brought to tion Ily when dangerous 
powerful Enemies are 7 for — — to 
enter in upon them at the D their own Mem- 
bers have made? 
As for us, What courſe can we take or ine of 
to ſecure that happy Conſtitution which we, above 
all Nations, are ble 


by 


2 5 Govern- 


ot with in Church and Stare, but 
y uniting i in the Intereſt of our preſent | 


— N 
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_ Governments and eſtabliſmd 9 Whattcan 
they change to, but either to the Oppreſſions and 
Confuſions of a Popular Government, or rather A- 
narchy, and the various wild Schemes of Religion 
whichdhall:/be advanced by evaty Enthuſiaſt ) or to 
the inſupportable Loe of Pepi Tyrann in Church 
and State; which heiter we nor :0wr Fut her mene able 
to bear? 21 Ei e! 1 15 tt. Unt 0 emb © 89 
Let us then weigh things calmly, like Men go- 
erm d by Reaſon, and nt huiried oni b — 
and Paſſion: Let ub conſider Whether canyiChange 
that can ibe projectedtthyi the viiſoſt Politiciau i muſt 
not neceſſarily: engage us n more in ſuperable Diffi- 
culties, and joad us with infinitely heavier: Burdens. 
than any that can be charged by ĩts moſt implacable 
Enemies upon our Eſtabliſhment as it now ſtands: 
Whether the breaking in upon. che preſent” Settle- 
ment, and the Succeſſion ta the Crown, as it is 
now limited, muſt not unavoidably involve us in 
Blood and Confuſion, and end at laſt in the utter 
Ruin of our Liberties, and all that is dear to us. 
And that theſe may not look like wild and ground- 
leſs Suggeſtions, let us think whether thoſe chat are 
making and fomenting Diviſions among us, can 
have any other Deſign, than to introduce a Change 
in our Government; and whether thoſe Convulſi- 
dns which Diviſions occaſion in a Political Body, 
do not naturally tend to its Diſſolutiomw. 

„„ Ie t all of us that wiſn well to our eſtabliſh'd 
Government, joyn Hearts and Hands for the Sup- 
port of it: Let us be far from repining if at any 
time we, or theſe that we think fitteſt for them, 
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are not employed an Poſts cof great Fruſt and W- 
er; hut let us chearfully contribute what wN¼e c in 
our privater Spheres to its Preſervation, and hear- 
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Pr fr var are ich agen per Sch! 2h 3 reg 
Leet alb that have the Happineſs: to be Members of 
our excellent Churchzuhave that Charity for each 
other, as not preſentlycto conclude thoſe Betrayers 
of:iher Intereſt Wie goht with: chem iato the 
ſame Me 
they may have the ſame juſt Zeal with themſelves 
for her Security and Proſperity, though they may 
differ from them in the means, of procuring it. 
Let. ſuch as are diſſatis ſied With the Terms of her 
Communion, eunſider, whether any or all of the 
ſevetal Schemes of Diſcipline and Government ſet 
up among our Diſſenting Brethren, can be any 
Barrier againſt the Invaſion of Popery,; whether 
our Church has: not ſhewed her; ſelf. to be the, great 
Bulwark againſt it; whether they can ſatisſie them- 
ſelves: that there are Terms of Communion, impoſed 
by her, which the Word of God has made it a Sin 
to comply with; and, if they cannot convince her 
of Sm in this reſpect, whether; little Scruples, which 
have no conntenanee from Scripture,” and e ther are 


owing to the Prehidice of Education, or | have been 


ſuggeſted to them by ſome: whoſe Perſons they 
have had in admiration, ought to come in compe- 
tition with ſo known a Duty as that of Unity is; 


or can excuſtꝭ v din ef ſo deęꝑ a dye as Schiſm, which 


is: ſo· ſeyterelycenſuręed in the Sacred Writings,” and 
thoſe of the ancient Fathers, and which has, in our 


caſe, ſo dangerous a tendency to the Subverſion of 


the whole Reform'd Religion. 


If We could peaſon, coolly about theſe things, 
wie ſhould Zall find iti taube our true Intereſt „ 48. 
well as bounden Duty to;jjoyn heartily together 
for. the Support and Preſervation of our 1 —ſ 


1 of ſu uu it, but believe that 
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hearken to the ſubtle Inſinuations of our common 
Enemies, who ate endeavouring to divide us, that 
they may find their Account in our Ruine, we 
ſhould ſee through their Deſigns, and all their Ar- 
tifices would have no other: Effects upon us, than 
to malte us know them the better, and put us upon 
the ſtricter Guard againſt then. 
And were we thus heartily united in ſincere 
Wifhes and Endea vours for the Proſperity of our 
Sion, for the Continuance of thoſe in valuable Rleſ- 
ſings which God has ſo bountiſully beftow'd: and 
wonderfully preſerv'd to us in our Civil and Reli. 
gious Capacities, as our Union would be the grea- 
teſt humane Defence againſt the Attempts of our 
Enemies, ſo our joynt Faſts, and Prayers, and 
Cries, would teach Heaven, and engage God on 
our ſides, and then no matter who, or how many, 
are againſt us. een enn 7 
3. But in the laſt place, Let us take heed of Un. 
mercifulneſs and Hard- heartedneſs to thoſe that are 
in Want and Miſery: for, with what face can we 
ask, with what reaſon can we expect from God; 
Supplies for our Wants, or Succour in our Diſtreſs, 
if we refuſe ſuch Help, as we can give, to our 
oor Brethren in their Affliction? But Alms give 
Wings to our Devotions, and mount them to Hea- 
ven: Thy Prayers and thy Alms, ſays the Angel to 
Cornelius, in the roth of the As, ure come ap for 4 
Memorial before God: Our Alms are the Incenſe that 


perfumes our Sacrifices, and makes them aſcend 
with a ſweet ſmelling Savour to God: Our chari- 
table Diſtributions to the nesdy, God looks upon us 
Loans to himſelf, and has promiſed to repay them — 
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with uſe: Nay, our Saviour owns them as Gifts to 


mach as ye have done it to one of theſe am Bra 


him, In 
tren, Je 


ones, to lay up ſomething, that he might put out 
into ſuch fag upon ſuch Intereſt ? nay, — give 
to him, who has deſerved ſo s from us, 
_ will make us anfinite Returas of Glory for 

Providence has now preſented, and Her Majeſty 
has moſt piouſly recommended to us two kinds of 
Objects, both certainly very deſerving of our Cha- 


yy -- © 2 enn, e 
"The firſt are, the poor Relicts of the Seamen, 
that were loſt in the late Storm. None ever made 
a doubt whether Widows and Orphans were not pro- 
per Objects of Compaſſion and Mercy; but theſe 
Widows and Orphans have a juſter Claim to ours, 
2 been made ſo hy their Husbands and 
Fathers dying in our Service, which they as ſurel 
did, being deſtroy d by the Tempeſt, as they could 
have done if they had kild in an Engagement 
with the Enemy: and ſhall not good Nature, Grati- 
tude, Juſtice, and Intereſt, prompt us to return 
their Services and Sufferings for us in liberal Contri- 


Ide other are, the Perſecured, Baniſbed, Prote- 


ftants of Awavrge; who, to preſerve Faith and a 
: Conſcience, have left their Country, Eſtates, 
Relations and Friends, and:thrown t Ives upon 


the Providence of God, and C 


their Non-compliance with which has occaſion d 


Surely, 


feſs an abhotrence of thoſe Rom Abominations, 
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"Surely if Chriſt may be faid to ſuffer in his « Mons D 


bez, it is _elpecially in thoſe that are n 
for the” ſake of hin and his Religion: and whats 
ever charitable Supports are 710 to —.— | 
will undoubtedly, at the laft- day, tell us were re | 
fuſed to him. on 1H foot 031 
Let us reflect, however willing ſanie/ are to fare 
get it, that it is not _ long: inc we [had but 
0% juſt Apprehenſions that what is now theirs, 
would” have been our o fe; that We ſhould 
Fave been forced to quit our Religion or our Coun- 
try; and if we had been driven abroad, and put 
to great Streights upon the account of our Reli ion, 
What Fhotld we habe thought of thoſe Prot nts 
th ſhould have deny% us Relief? 
Let us not deceive our ſelves} if we can 4 
our liberal Contributions according to our reſpe- 
.Qtive Abilities, to theſe our diſtraſſed Brethren, tis 
much to be fear d) that hadbwe beed in their O 
dition; we-ſhould' ardly have ufer für Hey habe 
done: for tis difficult to ſüppoſe that he ſhould 
give his Body to be burnt for his Religion, that 
will not ſpare ſome of his Goods to feed 1 
that are per ſecuted for it: He would ſcarge aban- 
don hie Couhtry, and quit his? whole: Eſtate for A 
Cauſe, for which he cannot find in this heart to 
part with x: ſmall portion of it; And if we can 
hide our ſelves: from, ſhew no Regard, miniſter 
no Relief to theſe Reſolute Confeſſors, dis a ſnrewd 
Argument, that wer have no juſt value for our Ræ- 
ligion; as well as no pity fop cheſe, ho have 
With the utmoſt Hazard — it. And if we 
are yet to learn -both:'theſe; How juſt will it be 
with God to teach us the Worth of Our: Religios, 


by 
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concerni 25 our l 
their ſouls, when they — ht us ps we — 
hear : therefore i is 25 Diftreſs come upon us. 


Let us then contribute freely and cheerfully to 
them, remerdbring the Words of our Lord, That it 
is more bleſſed to give than to receive; we cannot 
place out od to better account than in 
Acts of Charity; nor in any Acts of Charity 
more advantageouſly than in fuch as theſe: By 
this we ſhall teſtifſe in fome meaſure our grate- 
ful ſenſe of God's Goodneſs in continuing to us 
the free Exerciſe of our Holy Religion in our 
| own Countrey ; and this will he the beſt Method 


to prevail with erve it ſtill to us, 
_— been Gene he TIO 


By theſe means, by —_ and 3 Re- 
pentance towards God, by hearty Union and 
Concord among our ſelves „by a tender ſympa- 
thizing with, and cheerful relieving of our poor 
Fellow-Members, thoſe eſpecially that ſuffer for 
Righteouſneſs ſake, we may hope to make this 
_ Faſt an Acceptable Day unto the Ford, and 


his Goodneſs obtain thoſe Bleſſings, for the procu· 
ring whereof it was appointed. 
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